Rebels With A Cause (Founding Fathers)
Founding Fathers: Samuel Adams, John Hancock, John Adams, Patrick Henry, George Washington, Thomas Paine, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, James Madison 
· They all founded America together but they were definitely also human

· They all had their own problems and flaws
· They were also revolutionaries that overthrew an establishment (England)

· England was a comfortable ocean away

· The colonies were prosperous and for every white settler the hope was to eventually own his own land (unheard of in England)

· But for all intents and purposes they were English- from their customs, clothing, and furnishing, and most aspired to be as British as possible

· The problem was wealthy and well-educated people in the colonies could move no further in society because they were “Colonials” and not born in England

· In 1763 the French and Indian War ended and England was in debt.  It believed that since the war had protected the colonies, the colonies should pay the debt

· As immediate uproar occurred as England began to tax the colonies
· With the Stamp Act, Colonists had to pay for a royal stamp on all documents

· Colonists had grown accustomed to ruling themselves and this tax was an outrage

· Stamp Masters were intimidated, and then tarred and feathered

Samuel Adams (0:00-14:40)
· Sam Adams was the prime radical in the early movement

· Creating agitation was the only thing he was good at

· He was a failure at everything that he had done in his personal life

· Instead he became obsessed with the cause

· He always wore the same red suit and worn out grey wig, it looked like he slept in his clothes the night before

· He was also a well-known fixture in Boston. He hung out at local taverns and began debates

· Sam’s father was active politically and a brewer in Boston
· After 6 years of marriage and 5 failed pregnancies, Sam’s first wife died- he had to raise his surviving son and daughter alone

· He remarried to a woman 20 years younger than him named Betsy Wells; many of their children died in childbirth as well

· He had constant sadness from all of the death and focused on God and religion

· Adams had to find some way to feed his family, so in desperation, he became a tax collector in Boston (he mixed money, didn’t keep good records, didn’t pursue his friends)

· Adams also became an essay and propaganda writer and was very good at it
· Through his speeches against the Stamp Act he came to the attention of the crown- the king then had his taxes audited.  He was found to be 7,000 pounds in arrears.  John Hancock, the richest man in Boston, came to his help.

· Together Sam Adams and John Hancock were an odd couple but perfect duo against the British

· The important thing that Sam Adams did was to organize mobs in the streets.  He organized the Sons of Liberty which used extreme measures like burnings, tar and featherings, and rioting to push the cause.

John Hancock (14:40-23:04)
· Hancock stood to lose more money than anyone when the Stamp Act took effect
· He also had a very big ego

· He knew he was an important person and used his money to advance his fame in the community

· 29 year old Hancock was Boston’s most eligible bachelor

· Hancock was born into the middle class; his father was minister in Braintree

· In 1742 Braintree was struck by a disease (diphtheria) and his father died.  At age 7, his mother sent him to Boston to live with his Aunt Lydia and Uncle Thomas.

· His aunt and uncle were very wealthy but they did not have an heir
· They taught John to mingle with the upper class, politicians, and royalty

· By 13 he enrolled at Harvard
· Alcohol was ingrained in early American society- including John Hancock

· Water was unsafe so everyone drank

· Hancock’s uncle made his fortune from shipping- but he probably also smuggled

· John Hancock became a smuggler as well

· In June 1768 officers of the crown boarded Hancock’s ship the Liberty.  They found illegal wine.  Then someone locked the hatch behind them.  The next day the wine and smugglers were gone.  The king’s advocate in Boston brought charges against Hancock and confiscated the Liberty

· Sam Adams came to Hancock’s defense.  Sam Adams claimed that the charges were fabricated.  The Sons of Liberty began harassing customs officers and rioting.

· John Hancock turned to a good lawyer to defend him, John Adams.

· John Adams was nervous about defending Hancock or anyone who openly opposed the king

· John Adams helped acquit the guilty Hancock

· He was reluctant to join the rebel cause although he secretly wrote anti-Stamp Act pamphlets under a penname

John Adams (23:04-42:40)
· The revolution really began between 1760-1775.  The War itself was only a consequence of the revolution.  The revolution really occurred before a single drop of blood was shed.

· 35 year old, high strung attorney, John Adams was in anguish all of the time.  He went through highs and lows on a daily basis
· He was a brilliant attorney

· John Adams’s father was a minister and land owner who thought John would become a minister

· At Harvard he found that law was his passion

· After graduation, John Adams became a school teacher and practiced law by night

· His diaries constantly dealt with his own failures and issues, but he was extremely honest

· After becoming a lawyer he fell in love with 17 year old Abigail Smith, who was the daughter or a wealthy and prominent family

· October 1764 they were married and Abigail gave birth in July 1765

· What is clear is that John and Abigail Adams loved each other; they were a team; she was his soul mate

· Late in the evening of March 5, 1770 John Adams left his house for a committee meeting

· The British send young country English boys who had been drafted into the military for England to defend the colonies because the royal officials here could not control them

· In the early evening Abigail heard an angry mob outside her window

· The mob was throwing snowballs with pieces of brick in it

· One of the soldiers fell after being him with a snowball and his musket went off

· The other soldiers thought they were being fired upon and fired into the crowd

· 5 of the civilians were killed

· After the incident John Adams rushed home to his wife

· Samuel Adams wanted to use this incident to incite the colonies and had Paul Revere engrave the famous scene on the “Bloody Massacre” and the event became known as the “Boston Massacre” throughout the colonies

· Bostonians called for justice and revenge against the British

· The soldiers were set to go to trail, Josiah Quincy and John Adams defended the soldiers- Sam Adams urged John to defend them that the soldiers deserved the best defense in the name of justice

· He made the mod out to be out of control

· The soldiers were convicted of lesser charges and nobody was executed

· John Adams considered the defense one of the most noble things he did in his life

· No matter how hard he tried to pull away he found himself deeper and deeper into the cause of independence

· By 1773 Samuel Adams’s Boston mobs had forced England to remove all of the taxes except for the tax on tea

· Parliament granted the struggling East India Company a monopoly on selling tea in America accompanied by a tax- the Americans boycotted the tea

· In November 1773, Beaver, Dartmouth, and Eleanor arrived in Boston Harbor filled with tea

· Samuel Adams had a plan and held a mass meeting at the South Meeting House.  He called out and said “There is nothing more we can do for our country,” which was a signal for what happened next.

· Those words were a prearranged signal to the Sons of Liberty.  Suddenly poorly disguised Mohawk Indians appeared in the pews.  They marched to the harbor, boarded the ships, and dumped tea into the harbor.

· John Adams was not among the Indians but he was excited by the protest.

· The British were infuriated.  They heard of the Boston Tea Party one month letter and the reaction was to take away some of the liberties that Bostonians had grown used to.

· To punish the colonists the king shut down the port of Boston.  George III said, “The die is now cast; The colonies must either submit or triumph.” 
· Samuel Adams responded, “The die is now cast.  I will swim or sink, live or die, survive or perish for my country.”

· The king’s discipline was intended to crush the spirit in the Colonies- but it had the opposite effect and it drew together those from all of the colonies.

· Samuel Adams had already been communicating with those in other colonies to have a meeting.  After the intolerable acts in Boston, a meeting was scheduled for Philadelphia (which was a geographically central location).  This meeting would be known as the First Continental Congress.

· Bostonians bought Samuel Adams new clothes for the meeting.

· John Adams was also a delegate but he was fearful and anxious about what might come of the meeting

Taking Liberties (Founding Fathers)
(0:00-15:45)

· Samuel Adams and John Adams rode down to Philadelphia to the First Continental Congress

· John Adams was impressed by the education, intelligence, and political scholarship of the southern representatives

· The first Continental Congress basically just passed a boycott and discussed ideas about how to petition England to work out their differences
· George Washington was 6 foot 4 inches and towered over the other delegates

· There was no record that Washington did anything or said anything at all at the First Continental Congress

· He just stood there nodding and everyone thought he was so profound

Patrick Henry

· “The distinctions between Virginians, Pennsylvanians, New Yorkers, and New Englanders are no more. I am not a Virginian but an American.

· Patrick Henry learned his great oratory skills by recounting the Presbyterian sermons as a child and his speaking style took on the sound of a revivalist minister

· He was the son of a Scotch-Irish farmer so he knew that he had to make it on his own
· He had failed as a merchant but then married a wealthy girl named Sarah Shelton

· As part of her dowry, Henry received 6 slaves and some land.  It wasn’t enough to make a successful plantation.

· In 1760 he decided to become a lawyer

· Thomas Jefferson criticized him for his love of money and love of fame

· He used his speaking abilities and drew from things like the Bible and Shakespeare to make convincing arguments and to call men to arms

· “I know not what course others may take, but as for me give me liberty or give me death!” 

· While Patrick Henry was arguing for liberty, his wife was dying and suffered from mental illness.  She remained in his home in the basement until she died

· Redcoats camped on Boston Common

· In spring 1775, John Hancock began to fund his own militia group, the Boston Cadets

· Boston was especially hostile and a particular problem for England

· New order came from England for Thomas Gage to seize Patriot ammunition in Concord and to take out the instigators of the rebels (Samuel Adams and John Hancock)

· On the night of April 18, 1775, Paul Revere took to the road to warn Adams and Hancock who were staying at Lexington parsonage that 700 British soldiers were coming to arrest them.  He probably called that the “Regulars are out tonight!”

· 77 poorly armed militia men met the British soldiers at Lexington green
· Suddenly a shot rang out and then the British began to fire- the shot heard round the world 
· 8 patriots were killed on Lexington green

· Sam Adams finally had his war but John Hancock was nervous that he would be blamed for starting a war

· By the time the delegates arrived at the Second Continental Congress at the Pennsylvania Statehouse, they were heroes

· John Hancock was named president of the Second Continental Congress

Benjamin Franklin (15:45-25:30)
· On May 5, 1775 a portly Pennsylvanian Benjamin Franklin (68 years old) arrived home from England after a decade of attempting to make peace with the king for the colonies

· He was slower than others to favor independence, in fact, he loved his life in London

· He was the 15th child (the youngest son) of a soap boiler and had hoped that he would become a minister, which would make him a gentleman

· He learned to read to write but his father soon pulled him out of school

· His father apprenticed him in his shop but Ben began to rebel

· Instead Ben became an apprentice with his eldest brother in a printing shop

· Ben stayed up late and read everything that he could

· After 7 years of apprenticeship he fled to Pennsylvania

· He fell in love with Deborah Reed but left her to go to England (where he rebelled, drank, acted promiscuously, and had relationships with lowly women) 

· When he returned to Philadelphia a year later he got back together with Deborah Reed, who he remained with for 44 years

· His views on marriage were “keep your eyes wide open before marriage and half shut after”

· Ben’s only son was an illegitimate son named William.  It is unknown who the mother was.  Some think the mother was a prostitute.  Some think it was Deborah herself. The truth is unknown.

· The Franklin marriage was happy.

· During his young years as a journeyman printer and when he opened his printing shop, Deborah was important.

· We wrote the famous Poor Richards Almanac.

·  His business ventures made him wealthy enough to retire at age ____ when he devoted his life to politics and his experiments.

· In 1757 Franklin’s peers elected him colonial agent in England.  He left behind his wife, daughter Sally, and his 27 year old son who was then royal governor of New Jersey.

· His goal was to reconcile the colonies with England.  He even offered to pay for the tea from his own money for the Boston Tea Party.

· Franklin tried to play the peacemaker to the end.

· In March of 1775 sad news that his wife died reached him and he returned to America.

· He decided that the king should receive one more chance to reconcile the colonies or forever lose them.

· When he returned he was elected as the oldest delegate to the Second Continental Congress.

George Washington (25:30-35:50)
· In June 1775, John Hancock had not intended on presiding over an undeclared war with England

· They were faced with the problem of forming an army and had no idea how to do so, but they had a seasoned soldier at the meetings, George Washington

· Although he would have denied it, it appeared as though retired Colonel George Washington was campaigning for the job of general of the army.  He wore his military uniform from the French & Indian War from the very first day of the meetings.

· His military record was far from perfect.  He commanded 2 engagements in the French & Indian War, one of which he lost and one started the war (he accidentally assassinated the French ambassador).

· His health was not great from years of surveying, poor diet, and poor dental situation

· Critics described Washington as cold, aloof, and arrogant

· Washington’s father died when he was 11.  His mother was self-centered.

· He was known for having a bad temper.

· Washington was a poor boy compared to his neighbor George Fairfax (who owned all of the Shenandoah Valley) and grew up with a complex because he wanted to be like the Fairfax family.

· Washington also seems to have been in love with George Fairfax’s wife and wrote many love letters to her.  It is unclear what she felt about him.

· Washington went around proposing to many rich 13 year olds in Virginia.

· Martha Custus had just lost her husband, whom she had 4 kids with.  Washington and Custus got together, probably more out of economic necessity than love.  Overnight Washington became the wealthiest man in Virginia.  He probably married her for her land, slaves, and Bank of England stock.
· Washington was obsessed with having the best and nicest things at his home at Mount Vernon

· On June 14, 1775 the delegates of the Continental Congress had to pick the leader of the military

· John Hancock was interested but John Adams nominated George Washington (which Hancock never forgave him) and Samuel Adams quickly seconded the nomination.  He was elected unanimously

· George Washington claimed that he didn’t want the job and wasn’t worthy of it but he agreed

Thomas Paine (35:50-42:44)
· In 1737, Thomas Paine was born in England.  He was an English immigrant in America

· Paine failed at a number of jobs from sail stay maker to school teacher to tax collector

· Paine failed at love too.  His first wife died in childbirth.  He abandoned his second wife because it was a loveless marriage of convenience.  Instead he sought fortunes in America.

· He met Benjamin Franklin in London, where Franklin gave him a letter of recommendation to help him get his start in America
· At 38 or 39 Paine finally got a job working for a newspaper.  He was a natural writer.  He began to write about rights and political freedom.

· In fall of 1775 Paine wrote a passionate pamphlet for revolution called “Common Sense” which spread throughout the colonies rapidly

· Common Sense made the argument for independence and opened up the public debate for independence

· By 1776, one in five people read Common Sense (or had it read to them) and people began speaking about independence in the open

· John Adams hated Thomas Paine- he thought he was destructive

· After Common Sense called for separation
